RULES OF SANDBACH RUGBY CLUB          amended AGM May 2012
1. The name of the club shall be “Sandbach Rugby Union Football Club” and the club shall be affiliated to the Rugby Football Union.  The object of the club is to provide facilities for and promote participation of the whole community in the sport of Rugby. The club shall encourage its members (as hereafter defined) in the game and to further the game in all its aspects.

MEMBERSHIP

2. Membership of the Club shall be open to all persons irrespective of ethnicity, nationality, sexual orientation, religion or beliefs: or of age, sex or disability except as a necessary consequence of the requirements of Rugby as a particular sport.

Members of the club shall consist of:-

· Full Membership 

· Junior Membership 
· Non-Playing Membership

· Senior Citizen Membership

· Honorary Membership

· Life Membership

The categories shall have the following rights and privileges

· Single full - Available to any person who is well disposed to the club. It will have full voting rights for those members over 18 years old. It will include automatic Non-playing membership for partner/spouse whilst visiting the club accompanied by the member.

· Junior – Available to any person under the age of 18 or in full time education. It will be non-voting and will include automatic Non-playing membership for parents/guardians whilst visiting the club accompanied by the member.

· Non-Playing – Available to any person who is well disposed to the club. It will be non-voting and will include automatic Non-Playing membership for partner/spouse whilst visiting the club accompanied by the member. This category of membership can enjoy all club facilities but is not covered by the RFU Insurance for playing.

· Senior Citizen - Available to any person over the age of 60. It will be non-voting and will include automatic social membership for partner/spouse whilst visiting the club accompanied by the member.

· Honorary - Available to any person granted this status by the membership at a “General Meeting”. It will be non-voting and will include automatic social membership for partner/spouse whilst visiting the club accompanied by the member.
· Life Member – Available to any person over the age of 18. It will have full voting rights and will include automatic social membership for partner/spouse whilst visiting the club accompanied by the member.

Any application for membership of the club shall be proposed and seconded by two full members, one of whom shall be a member of the General Committee. Completed membership forms must be accompanied by the appropriate subscription amount or completed Direct Debit form and given to the Membership Secretary.  

3. The General Committee may refuse membership or expel any person from membership only for good and sufficient cause such as conduct or character likely to bring the club into disrepute. Any person facing such expulsion shall have the right to attend the General Committee meeting and make representations regarding his or her actions or omissions. Appeal against such a decision may be made to the Club’s members and decided by a majority vote. 
4. Subscriptions shall be at the rates decided by the club in the general meeting and shall be published in the ensuing season’s future list.  The Membership Secretary of the club may in his discretion reduce any individual member’s subscription for such reasons as he may consider sufficient. All subscriptions shall be paid by Standing Order wherever possible.
5. All subscriptions shall become due and payable on the first day of September every year.  Any member whose subscription shall be unpaid on the first day of October in each season shall not be permitted to play for the club or use the club facilities until their subscription has been paid.  The name of a member whose subscription shall be unpaid on the aforesaid date shall be posted in the clubhouse.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

6. The Annual General Meeting of the club shall be held on a date not later than the 31 August in each year to be selected by the General Committee of the club and not more than thirteen months shall elapse between annual general meetings.  It shall elect officers and members of the General Committee for the ensuing year and consider any other business laid before it in accordance with the rules.  All members of any class as herein before defined shall be eligible to attend the meeting but only full members will be eligible to vote upon any resolution put before the meeting.
6 (b) 
The Annual accounts of the club shall be prepared for the period 1st September to the 31st August for each year and there shall be held on a date not later than twelve weeks after the end of the accounting year a Financial General Meeting at which the meeting shall consider and approve or rejected the accounts for the Club as said meeting sees fit. 

7. On or before the 31 March in each year the Secretary shall publish the General Committee’s list of suggested officers for the ensuing year and any other recommendations of the General Committee and any other proposals notified to him or her in accordance with Rule 8 on the club notice board, and shall at the same time invite alternative nominations or proposals.

8. Only full members may propose or second any full member for office or make any proposal to be considered by the annual general meeting provided such proposal shall be in writing, signed by the proposer and seconded and notified to the Secretary or placed on the club notice board not later than ten days before the date of the annual general meeting. 
9(a) Notice of the annual general meeting shall be sent in writing to all members ( it has been accepted that an electronic mail to all members  and a notice on the Club notice board shall be accepted as “writing to all members” ) stating the date and place at which the meeting is to be held and there shall accompany such notice the General Committee’s list of suggested officers for the ensuing year. Any proposals for office and any other proposals received by the Secretary in accordance with Rule 8. shall be sent to the members as soon after the closing date as can be arranged.
9 (b) Notice of the Financial General Meeting shall be sent in writing to all members stating 

the date and place at which the meeting is to be held and any other proposals received by the Secretary in accordance with Rule 8 appertaining to proposals.

9 (c) The notices shall be dispatched at such a date as in the normal course of post will reach members at least 10 clear days before the date on which the meetings are to be held.

9. Any ten full members may, by written requisition to the Secretary, convene an extraordinary general meeting of the club.  The requisition shall state the business to be transacted at the meeting and the notice convening such a meeting shall be dispatched to all members so as to reach members at least ten clear days before the date on which the meeting it to be held.
10. The General Committee may at any time on giving ten days notice call a general meeting of the members. 

THE GENERAL COMMITTEE AND OFFICERS

11. The officers of the club shall consist of a President, a Chairman, a Secretary, a Club Accountant, a Treasurer, a Chairman of Rugby, a Mini/Junior Chairman, a House Committee Chairman, a Club Coach, a Club Captain, a Senior Colts Organiser, a Junior Colts Organiser, a Fixture Secretary, A Bar Secretary, a Membership Secretary, a Ground Secretary, a Social and Fund-raising Secretary and the Captain of each Senior XV.  The officers of the club shall be full members of the club. 

12. The General Committee shall consist of the ex-officio members, and five full members of the club, in addition to the County, Old Sandbachians Association, Sandbach School, a Club Volunteer Co-ordinator, a Club Medical officer, the Mini/Junior Section and Ladies Section will be entitled to elect one representative to sit on the General Committee.  There will be three co-opted positions of Sponsorship Co-ordinator, Communication Co-ordinator and Merchandising Co-ordinator, Press Officer.
13. The general management of the club both as to financial matters and otherwise shall be entrusted to the General Committee which shall have power to appoint such other sub-committees as it shall consider necessary.  The purchase of intoxicating liquor shall be under the control of the General Committee or of a sub-committee of the General Committee, all members of which must be full members of the club and have been elected to such committee at the annual general meeting. 

14. All club property shall be vested in trustees, the number of trustees shall not be less than four and not more than six and they shall be appointed by the General Committee of the club.  New trustees shall be nominated by a majority of the General Committee and such new trustees so nominated shall be appointed by the chairman at that meeting.  The trustees shall deal with club property as directed by resolution of the General Committee (of which on entry in the minute book shall be exclusive evidence) and shall be indemnified against risk and expense out of the club property.

15. The period of service of members of any of the committees aforesaid, both officers and elected members shall be for a period not to exceed thirteen months from the date of their election. 

16. Five members of the General Committee or half the number of the total membership thereof shall form a quorum and if there shall be equality of votes in any case then the officer in the chair at such meeting shall have a second or casting vote. 

RESIGNATION OF MEMBERSHIP

17. Any member of any class who no longer wishes to remain a member of the club shall send notice of his or her desire to the Secretary on or before the date of the annual general meeting in any year, and resignation will take effect from the first day of September succeeding the giving of such notice.  A member giving notice of intention of retiring shall pay his or her subscription for the year then current at the date at which such notice shall be given.  Should a member give notice of his or her intention to retire after the date of the annual general meeting in any year, he or she shall pay the subscription payable for the year succeeding the year then current at the date such notice is given, in addition to the subscription which shall remain unpaid for any year previous thereto.

18. Any member whose subscriptions for the previous season shall be unpaid at the date of the annual general meeting in any year shall automatically cease to be a member of the club as from that date and he or she shall nevertheless be liable to pay all arrears of subscription owing and accrued to the date aforesaid.  A list of all such members in default shall be posted in the club’s pavilion.

NOT FOR PROFIT

19. The Income and Property of the Club shall be applied solely towards promoting the Club’s objectives as set forth in these rules and no portion thereof shall be paid or transferred, directly or indirectly, to Members of the Club
DISSOLUTION

20. In the event of it becoming necessary for the Members to discontinue the activities of Sandbach Rugby Union Football Club and to dissolve Sandbach Rugby Union Football Club, any assets remaining after the satisfaction of all debts and liabilities shall not be paid or distributed among the members of the Club, but shall be given or transferred to one or more of the following approved sporting or charitable bodies:
20.1 A registered charitable organisation(s)

20.2 Another Club which is a registered CASC

20.3 The sports national governing body for use by them for related community sports

The decision as to which approved organisation the remaining assets will be distributed to will be made by the majority of members attending an extraordinary general meeting call for this purpose.
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

21. A copy of these rules shall be given to all persons who shall be members of the club as at the date of the adoption of these rules.  Any person becoming a member of the club of any class shall receive a copy hereof as soon as convenient after the day he or she has become a member of the club.

22. The colours of the club shall be green and red, or such other colours as may be decided by the General Committee and any member representing the club in any club game shall wear the club colours. 

23. The club pavilion shall be open to members at such times as the General Committee consider reasonable.  The bar shall be open at such times as the General Committee shall consider reasonable having regard to the licensing laws.

24. A Member of any class shall be at liberty to introduce as his or her guest not more than two persons on any day provided that an individual introduced as a guest may not be introduced on any more than six occasions within any twelve month period.  A guest shall be accompanied by the member by whom he or she is introduced and his or her name will be entered in the visitor’s book in the pavilion together with the signature of the member introducing the guest. 
25. Any member of a visiting club, Supporters and referees for the day on which a match is arranged, persons attending an open day at the club, all members of the Old Sandbachians Association for the day they attend Old Boys functions shall be admitted to the club premises and may purchase intoxicating liquor for consumption on the said premises on the day of their visit and it shall not be necessary for the names of such persons to be inserted in the visitors book.

26. On not more than twelve occasions with any twelve month period or such occasions as the justices may by condition impose upon the clubs registration certificate, persons other than members and their guests may be admitted to the club premises and may purchase intoxicating liquor for consumption on the said premises. 

27. Non-members may be admitted to the club premises and may purchase intoxicating liquor for consumption on the said premises at a function organised by a member provided that such members shall be present and the function shall relate to either a birthday, engagement, anniversary, reunion, funeral, pre and post wedding party or reception.
28. There shall be no sale of intoxicating liquor to any person under the age of 18 years. 

29. There shall be no sales of intoxicating liquor by or on behalf of the club to any person except member and guests for consumption on the said premises under any rule made for the purpose of sub-section (1) of Section 49 of the Licensing Act 1964 except:-

a) To persons attending at members organised functions (excluding sporting fixtures) where that member is present, such functions not to exceed twenty four per calendar year.

b) To persons attending at sporting fixtures such sales being restricted to members of visiting clubs, members of visiting teams, Supporters and to officials and to members of the Old Sandbachians Association .

c) To persons attending an open day, where one of the primary aims is to attract new players. Such persons shall be members for the day.

d) To persons attending on nor more than twelve occasions per calendar year at functions not connected with the club i.e. outside functions. 

30. There shall be no sale of intoxicating liquor to any person except members and guests unless his name and address shall have been entered in a book kept for that purpose upon the registered club premises and written notice has been given to the Chief Superintendent of Police at Crewe and to Clerk of the Justices at least two days beforehand such notice to give particulars of the function and by whom it is organised but this condition shall only apply to conditions 2(a) and (c) above and have no application to condition 2 (b). 

31.  Any alternation to the rules purporting to allow sales of intoxicating liquor not authorised at the time of this registration shall be of no effect unless approved by the court on application pursuant to Section 49 (5) of the Licensing Act 1964. 
The above conditions do not apply to those to whom intoxicating liquor may lawfully be sold by virtue of Section 49 (4) of the Licensing Act 1964.

32. The committee reserves the right to close the club from 7pm for up to 6 Saturdays per season.  
33. To charge an entrance fee to any match the committee feel appropriate, this charge to be set by committee. Paid up club members to be given free admittance but will be asked to make a donation
34. No alterations should be made to those rules except at a general meeting.  Notice of any proposed alternation or addition shall be handed to the secretary in accordance with either Rule 8 or Rule 10 for him to notify members ten days before the general meeting.

